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On April 12, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee voted 8 to 8 on whether to recommend
sanctions against Mexico for involvement in drug production and trafficking. The full Senate is
to vote on the matter this week. Sen. Christopher Dodd has urged his colleagues to reject such
recommendations: "We're going to lose an ally if this resolution is adopted. This will be a slap
in the face to Mexico and it will set us in the wrong direction." A drug enforcement law adopted
by Congress in 1985 requires suspension of foreign aid to nations involved in drug production or
trafficking unless the president certifies that such nations are "cooperating fully" with the US drug
war. In March, Reagan certified Mexico. However, in the same report, Mexico City was criticized for
not doing more to halt the flow of drugs across borders and for failing to provide information to the
US on drug money laundering through its nationalized banks. Armed with these findings, a group
of liberal Democrats and conservative Republicans have argued that Mexico should be decertified.
Sen. John Kerry (D-Mass.), who has been conducting hearings on international drug trafficking,
said, "If we're going to be such patsies and sit here and say they are cooperating, if this committee
can't vote to say what reality is, then we can give up the war on drugs." Decertification of Mexico
would not have a significant impact in terms of foreign aid, since that country receives little such
aid from the US. In contrast, another sanction requiring US officials to vote against loans for Mexico
in multilateral lending institutions such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank
would have an immediate economic impact. Under normal procedures the committee's deadlock
vote would be considered a rejection of recommending sanctions, and also preclude subsequent
action. Under legislation approved in 1986, special procedures dictate that the certification question
must be presented to the full Senate regardless of the committee vote. The same law provides
that Congress has a May 13 deadline to reverse decisions on certification by the president. The
Committee voted 10 to 6 to decertify the Bahamas. On April 13, the House was expected to vote on
resolutions calling for decertification of Mexico, the Bahamas, Bolivia, Peru and Paraguay. (Basic
data from New York Times, 04/13/88)
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